
Smell-a-Thon 1 
Draw a line to connect the correct answer. 
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Cut out blank fortunes and have each child write a fortune. Look at dapatchy.com/chuckles/

kidscook.html for ideas. Have each child put together a “cookie” using cupcake liners and glue 

dots. Put them in a basket, shake them up, and have each child take a fortune. Go around the 

room and read them aloud. 



Who’s Your Daddy (or Mommy?) 
What’s your favorite color? 

a) Gold 

b) Silver 

c) Copper 

d) Blue 

e) Brown 

f) Red 

What’s your weapon of choice? 

a) Bow and arrow 

b) My toolbelt 

c) Perfume 

d) A book 

e) A spear 

f) Anything I can get my hands on 

What’s your favorite hobby? 

a) Listening to music 

b) Fixing things 

c) Watching movies 

d) Reading 

e) Running 

f) Lifting weights 

What’s your favorite school subject? 

a) Music 

b) Teach ed 

c) French 

d) English 

e) School? What’s that? 

f) Gym 

mostly a’s: Apollo, mostly b’s: Hephaestus, mostly c’s: Aphrodite, mostly d’s: Athena, mostly e’s: Hermes, mostly f’s: Ares 



Holding Up the Sky Relay 

Supplies: 

Clock or stopwatch 

Trash bag filled with pillows (you can borrow the pillows, or use some from home) 

Painter’s or masking tape 

Direc�ons: 

Divide the group up into their Cabins to compete against each other. 

Fill a trash bag with pillows and �e it up. (Have extra bags on hand in case of a tear.) 

Tape two lines on the floor with painter’s or masking tape across the room. 

When the stopwatch starts, each team member must carry the bag over their head and cross the line on the opposite side of the 

room and come back to their team. They must pass the bag without le1ng it touch the floor to the next team member. If the bag 

touches the floor, the team must start over from the beginning while keeping the stopwatch going. The team with the fastest 5me 

wins. If teams aren’t even with members, you can divide the 5mes by team members to come up with the best average 5me for 

the win. 











Books: 

Robot Dreams by Sara Varon  

The Invention of Hugo Cabret by Brian Selznick (Chapter 2, pages 63-80)  

Diary of a Wimpy Kid by Jeff Kinney (pages 167-178)  

Activity: 

Which book is most like a graphic novel? How do the different techniques vary?  

Which one do you think expresses the most?  

They say a picture is worth a thousand words? Do you agree or disagree and why?  

What clues do the illustrators use in their drawings to let you know what’s going 

on when there aren’t any words?  

Could you remove the text or the pictures and still know what was going on in the 

story? Is that something you like and would like to duplicate in your own story?  

How do the drawings of Diary of a Wimpy Kid differ from The Invention of Hugo 

Cabret? Did you know Hugo Cabret won the Caldecott award for its pictures? Do 

you think Wimpy Kid could win an award for its pictures? Why or why not? Does 

it matter?  

 

Begin designing your own graphic novel. 



39 Clues Sword Thief Activity 

 

Play “Notice the Difference” game. Participant stands in front of the room and then 

goes out. They change one thing about their appearance (take off glasses, roll up 

sleeves) and then reenter the room. Everyone tries to spot the difference. Group 

votes on best difference. That person wins.  



Puppy Puppet (Marionette) 
By Maggy Woodley of Red Ted Art 

Instructions 

1. Paint your toilet paper rolls your desired color. We chose black. 

2. Shape your dog’s head by cu1ng four parallel slits, two-thirds of the way down, into your short toilet paper roll. Then 

squeeze them together by pressing on the ends of the roll so that each of the four sides slightly overlaps and they all push 

inward. This forms a pointy nose for the dog. Add some glue and hold in place with an elas5c band or piece of string—but 

make sure you don’t glue the band on by accident.  

3. Trim a li�le off the long roll to make the ears. Cut ear shapes and glue onto the head. 

4. Add the eyes by gluing your googly eyes to the head. 

5. Add the feet and tail. Pierce a hole in each chestnut. (Note: I recommend adult par5cipa5on for this step if you use a hard 

material like a chestnut. If you use something so>er, children can poke their own holes.) Then make holes in the long roll—

one for the tail (a twig) and four for the feet (the chestnuts). Thread one piece of string through a chestnut, then through the 

body, and then through the second chestnut for each pair of feet. For the tail, s5ck the twig through the hole and secure with 

glue.  

6. A�ach the head by piercing it twice – once at the top (roughly between the ears) and once below. Pierce a hole at the front 

end of the long body roll (at the opposite end to the tail). The string will run from your hand piece (see next step) right 

through the head and then connect with the body. 

7. Make the marione�e hand piece by tying two twigs together with string into an X. ABach one end of 

the string to the back of the long body roll (make a small hole near the tail, thread the string through and secure with a knot), 

run it up to and across the center of the hand piece and aBach at the other end, as described in step 6: running it through the 

head and into the front of the long body roll and again securing it with a knot. 

Once you assemble, play away! Put on a puppet show or showcase your marioneBe for friends and family. 

Materials: 

• one paper towel roll (or two toilet paper 

rolls stuck together) 

• one toilet paper roll 

• paint 

• twigs 

• googly eyes 

• glue 

• chestnuts (or similar objects/material) 

• scissors 

hBp://www.pbs.org/parents/fun-

and-games/ac5vi5es-and-cra>s/

puppy-puppet-marioneBe/ 



How to Create a Board Game 

Name of the Game 

Come up with something catchy and easy to say. 

 

Objective 

What is the point of the game? Monopoly’s objective is to become the wealthiest player. Scrabble’s is 

to have the most points by the end of the game. Candyland’s is to be the first to reach Candy Castle. 

 

How Many Players 

2+, or 2-4 only, etc. 

 

Age of Players 

Do you need to be able to read to play the game? Do you need to know anything specific to be able to 

play? 

 

What You Need 

Do you need cards, dice, timer? 

 

Setup  

You  can write directions or take a photograph to show  how to start the game. 

 

Time to Play 

How long does it take to setup the game? How long does it take to play an actual game? 

 

Rules 

Who starts the game (youngest, oldest, who rolls a certain color)? 

 

Variations 

Can you make different levels of play (easy, medium, hard)? 

Can you make special rules for the grownups? 

 



My Board Game 
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